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¢ the more immediate Prote@tion and Defence of this Province.” A Bill was accordingly brooght in, and
pafled both Houfes ; but while it lay before me for my Perufal and Confideration, I was twold by feveral Gen-
tlemen, that thofe who had penned fome Claufes of it, wherein the Word Frentier was ufed, feem'd to have
been ftudious to lay a Foundation for Difputes ; that while fome infifted that by rbar Word was meant the
Boundary or Limits of the Province, or at leaft the moft diftant Part of it that had been fettled before the
War broke out, -others alledged that by the Word Frontier was intended or pointed out, that Part of the
Country where the Wefternmoft Plantations, which were then occupied, lay, and gave it as their Opinion,
that if any of the Troops were pofted at, or marched to, any Place beyond Fort Frederick, and not out of
the Province, the Agents ought not to pay or victual them.

As [.was extremely anxious to avoid and remove every Thing that might poflibly caufe Mifunderftandings,
and become Occafion of Difpute afterwards between the Aflembly and Myfelf, between the Officer
fhould be appointed to Command the Troops and the Agents, between the Agents and Myfelf, and in fhort
between any Perfons whatever that might be concerned with the {aid Troops, I intimated to one of the Agents,
(who being a Member of the Lower Houfe was then in Town) my Defire to fpeak with him, and upon his
complying with my Requeft, I atked him, Whether he fhould think himfelf impowered by the Biil, which
had then pafled both Houfes, to vi¢tual and pay any of the 500 Men that thould be pofted at Fort Camberiard,
and whether he thought that Part of the Bill, which I was informed had been the Subje& of Converfation and
Difpute, was fufficiently clear and explicit ? The Gentleman's Anfwer was to this Efe&, That fome Mem-
bers of the Houfe were of Opinion, that the Agents would be at Liberty to pay fuch Troops, while others
faid that the Bill vefted them with no fuch Power ; but that when the Bill was Ena&ed into a Law, he thould
be for taking Advice thereon. When I perceived that the Gentleman avoided giving a dire&t Anfwer to the
Queftion I had afked him, I thought the only Way left for me to have the Matter cleared up, fo that both the
Agents and Myfelf might know the Senfe of the Houfe, was to fend them a Meffage, which, with the Ap-
probation of that Gentleman, I accordingly did in the following Words: .

‘ Gentlemen, As 1 obferve that the Word Frontier frequently occurs in the Bill, entituled, 4» A48 for bis
“ Majefly's Service, and the more immediate Defence and Protection of the Frontier Inbabitants of this Prowvince,
“_which has been Framed by you this Sefion, and having received the Concurrence of the Upper Houfe,
“ now lies for my Affent; and as it has been a Queftion, what Part of the Province is to be underftood by
¢ that Word, I muft defire you to give me your Senfe of the Word, and particolarly what Part of Maryland
“ you defigned by it in the following Claufe of the abovementioned Bill ; And be it furtber Enafted, that
*“ the faid Five Hundred Men, or fo many of them as /hall be at any Time in the Pay of this Province, except fuch
““ Number as may be neceffary to be left at Fort Frederick, fball be employed in Ranging about the Frontier thereof,
¢ Jor the Quict and Prote&ion of the Inbabitants. Provided always, and be it Enalled, That whben, upon any
““ Emergency, bis Majefly’s Commander in Chicf, or Perfon progerly autborized, fhall judge it expedient to march
“ any Part of the faid Five Hundred Men from the Frontier of this Province, then and in fuch Cafe, fo many of

“ the aforefaid Men fball be left at Fort Frederick, under a troper Command, as the Governor or Commander in .

¢ Chief of this Province, for the Time being, fball judge neceflary for the more immediate Defence and ProteGion
“ of the Frontier Inbabitants thereof.”

'I'his Meflage having been Read in the Lower Houfe, it was, asappears by the Journal, thereupon ordered,
that the following Addrefs fhould be prefented to me, by Way of Anfwer :

¢ It gives us the greateft Concern to find your fecond Meflage of this Afternoon, fo unprecedented, that
‘“ we conceive we cannot, without departing from the eftablithed Mode of Proceeding, give any other An-
“ {wer to it, than that it is Unparliamentary.”

Which convinced me, that while I was ftudious to preferve a right Underftanding with the Aflembly, there
were fome at leaft in the Lower Houfe, who confidered more how a Foundation might be then laid for 2 Rup-
ture at a future Seflion ; neverthelefs as I perceived they were determined not to come to any Explanation, I
gave my Affent to the Bill, and the next Day iffued Commiffions for raifing the additional Companies. Find-
ing afterwards, that the Agents made fome Difficulties about paying thofe of the Troops which were in Garri-
fon at Fort Cumberland, I wrote to the Earl of Loudoun, and the King’s Officer who then commanded in this Part
of the Continent, defiring them to order fome other Troops thither, to relieve Capt. Dagworthy's; but my
Requeft was not complied with, and the Agents, on farther Confideration, thought it their Duty to ifflue Pay
for that Garrifon as long as they had Money in their Hands. Having on the 15th of O&ober (1757) fentto
the Lower Houfe, which was then fitting, the following Meflage, , .

“ Gentlemen, Finding by a Letter that I received this Morning from Capt. Dagaverthy, that the Garrifon of
“ Fort Cumberland is in Want of Provifions, I advifed the Agents thereof, and recommended it to them to or-
¢ der a Supply thither as foon as poffible. In Anfwer to the Letter that I writ te thofe Gentlemen on this
¢ Occafion, they tell me, that as the Money which was appropriated by the Aé of Aflembly pafled laft Sef-
“¢ fion,’ is entirely expended, it is not in their Power to make any farther Provifion for the Troops in the Pay
“ of this Province. The evil Confequences that muft naturally follow the Troops being refufed Provifions,
* are fo obvious, that you cannot help perceiving them ; and therefore I fhall only defire you to take this
¢¢ Matter into immediate Confideration.” :

They, on the 1gth, were pleafed to fend me this polite Anfwer :

“ May it pleafe your Excellency, We cannot help exprefling our Surprize,- that you fhould recommend it to
“ the Agents, to order a Supply of Provifions to a Garrifon at Fort Cumberland. Had they in their Hands
“ ever {fo much of the Money appropriated by the At of Affembly paffed laft Seffion, they undoubtedly would
¢ not have laid out any of it in Supplies to a Garrifon, fationed contrary to the plain Deftination of all the
““ Forcesraifed and to be fupported by that Law. And if any evil Confequences have heretofore or may
“ hereafter follow 2 Want of fuch Supplies, let thofe Anfwer for them who have, contrary to Law, been the
‘“ Means of ftationing Troops where they had no Authority to place them, 2nd for Want of whofe Service, on
“ the Duty afligned them by Law, the Frontier Inhabitants of this Province have been expoled to the Incurfi-
“ ons of their cruel and favage Enemies.”

By Way of Reply to this Addrefs, and to enforce my Meflage of the 15th, I, on the 218, fent the Houfe
the following : L Gentlemen,
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